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Jefferson County SWCD is working with the Adirondack North Country Association 

(ANCA) to design, implement and review grazing plans.  This service will be provided 

for producers within Oneida, Herkimer, Lewis, Jefferson and Oswego Counties. 
 

We will soon be hosting seminars on grazing and a pasture walk.  Please contact our  

office for more information. 
 

We are interested in connecting with current grazers and new grazers.  If you have an 

existing grazing plan and would like it reviewed and revised, or if you would like a plan          

developed, please contact Levi at 782-2749 or lrudd@centralny.twcbc.com. 
 

Jef ferson County  

Soil & Water Conservation District 

Levi Rudd 

2010 looks to be a busy construction season 

for the District as we implement Best    

Management Practices (BMPs) on farms 

throughout Jefferson County.  A number of 

farms are scheduled to implement practices 

that will help them continue to protect and 

enhance our natural resources.   
 

Unfortunately last year was a very dismal 

financial situation for many dairy farms, not 

only in Jefferson County, but throughout the state.  This year is slightly better, but many farms are 

trying to dig out from the debt they accumulated last year trying to keep their businesses running.  

Even with this frustrating financial situation, many farms are pushing forward to implement their 

BMPs. 
 

This summer we are looking at constructing a number of practices including silage leachate     

collection systems and vegetated treatment areas for bunk silos; barnyard water management   

projects including heavy use area protection and diversion of clean water; and waste storage  

structures. 
 

As we progress through these projects we will be documenting the improvements (with photos) 

made at each site, and we will showcase some of these projects in future newsletters.  We also 

hope to sponsor a conservation tour this fall to showcase the work done by our farms in Jefferson 

County. 
 

We are working with farms that are active participants in the Agricultural Environmental       

Management (AEM) program.  AEM is designed to help farmers further protect soil and water 

resources and other important natural resources. By participating in AEM, farmers can document 

their environmental stewardship and contribute to a positive image of agriculture in their         

communities.    Chris Watkins 

Providing Today 

Protecting Tomorrow 



Students from Lyme, Alexandria, and 

Sackets Harbor had a great time learning 

and enjoying fun on the farm at Old 

McDonaldôs Farm on May 20.        

The students received facts and tips about 

fire prevention, ATV safety,  animal 

safety, using lawn maintenance        

equipment safely, firearm safety, and 

electrical safety.  While 

watching the destruction of 

a life-like ñdummyò, the 

students witnessed the  

dangers of getting caught 

in a PTO shaft.  Students 

and teachers delighted in the educational tour through North Harbor Dairy with Mrs. 

Nancy Robbins as their guide.  The students also enjoyed a fun hay ride, feeding the 

cows and pigs along the way.  Dairy Ambassadors served milk donated from Stewarts 

and ice cream from Mercers.   

If your 5th grade student did not participate, please contact your school.  It is 

our goal to reach every student with this potentially life-saving information.   

Page 2 

   8 t h  A N N U A L  

   FARM HOME SAFETY DAY  

Jef ferson County 
 
 

We had a great group of 

speakers: Firefighter 

Kevin Simpson; Deputy 

Sheriff Crystal Rice; 

Mark Tivnan, National 

Grid; and educators from   

Cooperative Extension,  

Karen Soule & Holly 

Sakowich.  Special 

thanks to BOCES for  

making this event        

possible through the  

CO-SER grant.   
 

THANK YOU to our customers who purchased and planted trees  

this year.  We sold nearly 16,000 seedlings and 2000 fruit bushes!   
 

Thank you for doing your part to preserve our environment!!   
 

If you would like an order form next year, please call 782-2749. 

Recently I have received a barrage of questions like, ñAre all the Maples on Tug Hill dying?ò or ñWhatôs 

wrong with the tree in my yard? ...all the leaves are falling off.ò  Recently we have received information 

about invasive species like Emerald Ash Borer, Asian Long Horned Beetle and the Sirex wood Wasp and 

how they affect our trees and forests.  Landowners are scared that they will lose their trees.  However, what 

we are seeing lately affecting our forest are simply the signs of a late frost.   
 

We are seeing many species of trees located throughout the county with brown-fringed leaves or brown 

dried-up leaves falling off. In most cases this is the result of the frost we had in late May. Many species of 

trees were leaved out and those fresh tender leaves got nipped by the frost.  They are now drying down and 

falling from the tree.   Typically the affected tress will set a new leaf and do just fine. You will often notice that the leaf is a bit 

smaller than usual, but it is normal and can carry out the same function as the original leaf. 
 

The sad part is that many landowners have been approached by opportunistic business owners to either remove the suspect tree 

from the yard, or harvest the trees from the forest. They are telling landowners that the tree is going to die anyway. Landowners 

are hearing things like,  ñIt will be cheaper to cut it now than laterò or ñ better harvest your trees before the market gets flooded 

and the  timber price dropsò.  
 

Donôt get caught with these types of scams. In most cases your tree(s) will be just fine.  We need to keep diligent lookout for     

invasive species that are (or soon will be) affecting our area.  
 

If you have any questions about invasive pests or tree health, you may call the Jefferson County SWCD for assistance. 

 

òARE MY TREES DYING ?ó 

Gary Eddy 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.globalforestscience.org/research/trees_of_Canada/BROADLEAVES/MAPLE/SUGARMAP.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.globalforestscience.org/research/trees_of_Canada/BROADLEAVES/MAPLE&usg=__84w9p1jtjIuR8PwbhbGlOHVKSaY=&h=45
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://employees.csbsju.edu/ssaupe/biol106/labs/book-maple%2520leaf%25202.jpg&imgrefurl=http://employees.csbsju.edu/ssaupe/biol106/labs/deciduous_trees.htm&usg=__79JNplP3SnVte_uKJJvuqpoOowU=&h=992&w=1056&sz=46&hl=en&st


Trophies and savings bonds were awarded to Alexandria students for the third year in a row.  

Second place overall went to South Jefferson.  General Brown, Teams A & B, scored the highest 

in the areas of Aquatics Ecology and Soils & Land Use.  Thousand Islands, Team A, won the 

outstanding video production 

award for their video on the     

current issue. Alexandria Team A 

won the Forestry and Wildlife 

portions of the competition, along 

with the exam for the current   

issue. (Groundwater protection 

through urban, agricultural, and 

environmental planning)   
 

Alexandria represented Jefferson 

County at the New York State 

Envirothon on June 2 and 3 at 

Keuka College.  
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1 7t h  A N N U A L  E N V I R O T H O N  

ALEXANDRIA W INS  AGAIN ! !  

Patrick Crast 

Jeremy Moench, Aziel Snyder, Peter Zimmer, Kali O'Day,  

Jared Trickey, and Advisor - Dick Campany with  

Jefferson County SWCD Executive Director, Brian Wohnsiedler 

Jefferson County  

Soil & Water  

Conservation  

District organizes the 

event each year.  It was 

held at the NYS Zoo  

in Watertown on  

April 28, 2010.   

The Envirothon is 

made possible by the    

donors listed below: 

Soil and Water Conservation District 

The Envirothon is a 

series of interactive   

contests in which 

high school  

students compete in 

various areas of  

environmental  

concerns.   

NYS Zoo at 

Thompson Park 
 

Carthage Federal 

Savings & Loan 

Association 
 

Pure Water for Life 
 

Pala Wood  

Services Co. Inc.  
 

Strough Custom 

Homes 
 

Watertown  

Savings Bank 
 

Northern Federal 

Credit Union 
 

Bernier Carr &  

Associates, PC  
 

Porter  

Chiropractic  
 

Isbell & Son, Inc. 
 

Carthage Elks 

Lodge # 1762 
 

Northern Federal 

Credit Union 
 

 

Eagle Beverage 
 

Pepsi 
 

Big M  

Jefferson County SWCD recently learned that a Recreational Trails Program matching fund grant has 

been funded by the Federal Highway Administration.  The $107,760 grant will be used to repair          

recreational trails in Washington Park and the Worth lot. 
 

The trails to be repaired are currently utilized for motorized and non-motorized recreation.  The funds are 

greatly appreciated as the trails are in poor condition from motorized misuse in the past.  We plan to use 

geotextile and gravel to create a trail that will hold up to the anticipated traffic.  To prevent 

future misuse, a portion of the grant will be used to purchase signage and barriers to ex-

clude illegal motorized use on inappropriate trails. 
 

We plan to create a multi-use trail system in Jefferson County that will be utilized by both 

resident and non-residents user groups.  This funding will help to bring economic         

prosperity to the region. 

Current Condition  
(Left) The photo shows the 

current condition of some 

trails in the recreational 

trail system.  These trails 

are in poor condition and 

in need of drainage, fabric, 

and gravel. 

 Future Condition 
(Right) The photo shows 

our goal of what the trails 

within the system will look 

like when constructed and   

maintained correctly. 

 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE   

COMING SOON  


