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Hello!  Iôm Patrick Crast, and I started February 1 as the 

new Recreational Trail Coordinator for Jefferson 

County.  I have lived and worked in the Tug Hill Region 

of NYS for the past 47 years.  I am a graduate of SUNY 

Environmental School of Science and Forestry with a 

Bachelors degree in Forest Resource Management.  My 

wife and I have three boys and a home in Mannsville.  

My family and I spend countless hours in the outdoors 

hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, ATVing, hiking, skiing, 

and canoeing.  When we get bored, we make maple 

syrup.   
 

The first weeks of my job have been occupied with the 

essential "housekeeping" tasks that any new endeavor 

would require.  First, I familiarized myself with my new physical surroundings and the 

personnel with whom I now work.  Second, I toured a great portion of the county with my 

supervisor.  Next, I began the task of discerning where my predecessor left off and where 

I am to pick up and continue.  After reading through hours of documentation, I spent the 

last three weeks meeting with many clubs, legislatures, county employees, and non-profit 

organizations to introduce myself and get their input on where we are and where we 

should be going in the future.   
 

I am excited with the many opportunities we have for recreation.  I see the recreational 

user groups, clubs, associations, government agencies, and the County forest land as huge 

assets. After discussions with the above mentioned, I see trail inventory and mapping as a 

main priority, in addition to insurance, trail development and maintenance.  My first    

advisory board meeting was held on March 2.  It was a great meeting a good opportunity 

to meet with all involved.   
 

The weather is changing fast, and I'm ready to get out there and get 

some work done on the ground. 

NEW Trail Coordinator has begun!  

 

 

Attention producers 
 

Our agricultural staff is available to assist you.  We offer free technical assistance to    

Jefferson County residents with problems involving protecting water quality.  
 

Questions or concerns dealing with barnyards, bunks, CAFO, drainage, grapes, pasture 

and stream banks are common examples.  We are willing to help with current condition 

assessment as well as planning for the future.   
 

Please stop in, call or e-mail with any questions, concerns or projects.   
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PORTERDALE FARMS 
 

CONSERVATION FARM OF THE YEAR 2009 

"In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.   (Not all prohibited bases apply to all program.) 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-

9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  

 

In November 2009, the Porter family of Rodman was honored at Luciaôs 

Restaurant.  Executive Director, Brian Wohnsiedler, spoke about the farm 

history and presented the Porter family with an Agricultural Environmental 

Management (AEM) sign for their yard, along with the Conservation 

of the Year plaque.   
 

Glenn Porter received the Conservation Farm of the Year award in 

1966.  Glenn and Ruth started the family farm in 1934 with 35 cows and 198 

acres.  Their son, David ran the farm for many years and now David and 

Judyôs sons, Greg and Ron, operate Porterdale Farms with their families.   
 

The Porters are dedicated to preserving natural resources and implementing 

environmentally friendly programs.  As Jefferson Countyôs largest farm, they 

own 1800 cows and produce over 30 million pounds of milk annually. 

Lisa and Greg Porter, Mary and Ron Porter,  

Ruth Porter (seated), Judy Porter, Casey Porter  
(Lisa and Gregôs daughter), and David Porter. 
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Many of you have met or talked with Dan Weykman, Acting DC.  His last day 

was March 12 and we wish him well.  Rebecca Donegan is the new District 

Conservationist for Jefferson County NRCS.  
 

Becky has worked for the USDA-NRCS for eight years, beginning as a civil 

engineering technician, out of the Marcy office. While employed in Marcy, 

Becky serviced the northern counties, including Jefferson County, conducting 

surveys, completing designs, and assisting with construction inspection. She 

later transferred to the Highland office, as a civil engineering technician      

covering the counties that stretch between Greene and Suffolk. Becky then 

transferred to Seneca County where she has worked as a soil conservationist  

for the last 1.5 years, in training to become a district conservationist. 
 

Welcome Becky!!  We look forward to working with you! 

Wayne started with the District in 

May, 2003 as a summer intern. He  
became a water quality technician, 

analyzing weekly samples of     

watersheds, in addition to well 

testing and addressing septic     

concerns.   
 

Coming from a farm family, 

Wayne became actively involved 

in the ag-related programs of the 

district, performing a variety of 

duties, including: construction   

inspection, soil group worksheets, 
surveying, no-till drill rentals, and 

best management practices (BMP) 

designs.   
 

As a volunteer fireman, Wayne      
assisted local fire districts with dry 

hydrant  repairs.  Wayne trained       

several water quality technicians 

during this period and organized 

the Envirothon competition.   
 

In December, Wayne left SWCD 

to manage Strough Custom 

Homes.  We wish him the best, 

and we thank him for his service to 

Jefferson County!  

Wayne Sech NRCS has a new DC!! 

NRCS welcomes, Eli! 
Eli Gnann was born and raised in Tupper Lake, NY.  

He graduated last year from Clarkson University with 

a B.S. in Civil Engineering.   
 

After college he worked at Froehling and Robertson, 

Inc. as a construction inspector/materials tester.  Eli 

enjoys many outdoor activities, such as camping and 

snowboarding.   
 

Eli is the first technician since Nichelle Billhardt left 

in July 2006!  Welcome Eli as NRCSôs new civil    

engineering technician!!! 



Weôve seen and heard a lot about the depleting ozone layer and global warming. Manufacturing companies have been forced 
to employ techniques and reduce their emissions. Automakers and engine builders are building more efficient automobiles and 
developing innovative ways to propel cars. Both federal and state governments are developing initiatives to reduce energy  

consumption. Our children are being taught about being and buying green to lessen their impact on the environment. 
 

A carbon footprint is a measure of the impact our activities have on the environment, particularly climate change. It relates to 
the amount of greenhouse gases produced in our day-to-day lives through burning fossil fuels for electricity, heating and  

transportation etc.  The footprint is a measurement of all greenhouse gases individuals produce as units of tonnes    
(or kg) of carbon dioxide equivalent.  A carbon footprint is made up of the sum of two parts:                               
1.  A measure of our direct emissions of CO2 from the burning of fossil fuels, including domestic energy           

consumption and transportation (e.g. car and plane). We have direct control of these.                                                                                               
2.  A measure of the indirect CO2 emissions from the whole lifecycle of products we use, those associated with 
their manufacture and eventual breakdown. To put it very simply ï the more we buy the more emissions will be caused on our   

behalf.  

CALCULATE your carbon footprint at www.whatsmycarbonfootprint.com .  REDUCE your consumption of energy (fossil 
fuels, electricity etc...). Purchase energy star rated appliances, reduce your waste, travel less etc. PLANT TREES! One way to 

offset your footprint is to plant trees. One ton of carbon footprint is offset by planting 3 trees. I would need to plant 90 

trees annually to offset my familyôs carbon production. 

If you are interested in planting trees this spring to offset your carbon footprint, contact the Jefferson County SWCD we 

may be able to help.  Our annual tree seedling sale ends April 23.    

Do you have some worn out hayfields?  Like to reseed them?    

Do you have more weeds than grass?    

Switching over a hayfield into a grain crop or maybe soybeans?    

Do you have some pasture that isnôt really producing great grazing?    

Do you want to create a wildlife food plot?   
 

What are the benefits of a no-till drill?  No-till increases soil quality 

(soil function), and protects the soil from erosion, evaporation of water, 

and structural breakdown. Crop residues left intact help   precipitation infiltrate the soil where it can be used. The crop residue left on 

the soil surface also limits evaporation, conserving water for plant growth. A reduction in tillage passes helps prevent compaction of 

soil. Less tillage of the soil reduces labor and related fuel and machinery costs. Less soil plowing means less airborne dust.    
 

Our District has a Great Plains no-till drill available for rent. The drill has a 7ô planting width and multiple seed boxes to handle 

nearly any seed.  If you are interested, contact Jake or Levi at (315) 782-2749. 

 No-Till Seeder Available  
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Want to reseed your fields? 
 

   Need more information? 
  

 Call Jake or Levi 
 

782-2749 
 

 

Carbon Footprints  

 

         Maybe we can help... 
 

SOIL GROUP WORKSHEETS can save you money on your taxes!!  We complete the first portion by breaking each parcel 
down by specific soil types. This allows the land to be  assessed based on the agricultural potential productivity, rather than 
road frontage and development potential.  Sugar bushes now qualify! 
 

In order to qualify for the 2010 season, all assessments had to be completed and submitted to your assessor for processing by 

March 1.  However, we can do them NOW to save on your 2011 taxes.  It is recommended that you contact your assessor first 
to see if your land qualifies. 
 

When you contact our office, please have your tax parcel number(s) available. This one time fee of $25 per parcel could save 

you a great deal on your property taxes.  Contact Levi or Jake at 782-2749.  
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